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Bringing in the Garden City

The American Dream
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Dreaming of an American Garden City

1898

Self sufficient communities 
combining the town and 
country

Integration of Greenbelts 

1903 1923 1924
Garden City Letchworth, UK Neighbourhood Unit Sunnyside Gardens, NY

Barry Parker, Raymond Urwin Clarence Perry National Planning Association 
of America

Ebenezer Howard

The first Garden City 
adapted from Howard’s 
ideals 

Neighbourhood arrangement 
for family-life community

Walkable curvilinear streets 
with shopping at outskirts

First North American planning 
attempt at implementing 
concepts of the Garden city
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Why Radburn?

1934
Federal Housing Administration 
established

1928
Not a Garden City - a Garden 
Suburb

1923
Sunnyside Gardens 
Development,
an American Garden City

1923
Regional Planning 
Association of America

5

We need an alternative to the traditional 
suburbs of our time.

A garden city? NO! A garden suburb!



Cul-de-sacs point intro the center greenspace to form the 
neighbourhood superblocks!

Open space! Decentralization of the 
community!

Hierarchy of roads! Interior 
roads have one use! 

Houses should be turned 
around to face the park!

Complete separation of the 
pedestrian and automobile. 

Safety!

The park is the backbone that 
connects the neighbourhood!

Who Gets a Say? 
The National Planning Association of America, 1923

Lewis Mumforrd Benton Mackaye

Clarence Stein

Clarence SteinCatherine BauerAlexander Bing Henry Wright

6



Health of the Country, Comforts of the Town

Puts the ‘Rad’ in Radburn
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Cul-de-Sac Superblock

Neighbourhood Town

Open Space Over Everything

Open Space Program

Public Parks 8%

Commercial  0.45%

Massing 7.5%

Streets 19%

Yards 63%

Walkways 2%

Residential 7%
Civic/School 0.2%
Recreation 2%

Open Space 90.35%
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Just 0.62 km2 and 
3,100 people

Radburn Now

Radburn
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This is a very suburban 
area

Radburn Now



Superblock with 
Amenity Core

Separation of Pedestrian 
and Automobile Paths 
through Cul-de-Sacs

Re-Oriented 
Dwelling Unit

Radical Radburn
Design Elements

Open Space Backbone
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Open Space as a Spine

12Nodes Pedestrian Pathways Semi-Public Yards

Open space connects Radburn’s 
key features
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I see my neighbours while I 
park my car or as they pass by 

from my back porch

The Unit

With a large yard  and a 
deep setback, it’s like living 

in a little park!

I see my neighbours while I 
park my car at the front, but I 
mainly hang out with them on              

the back porch

We shouldnt say how people 
used the spaces unless we 
know that from research (ie 
socializing with neighbours on 
porches) - I read it in a source 
before though
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With no sidewalks, we 
can’t walk along the 

streets...

But we get to enjoy more 
green space by using the paths. 

It’s the neighbours I am still 
learning to enjoy...

The Cul-de-Sac

Maybe we need a third person? 

With no sidewalks, we 
feel unsafe walking on 

the roads...
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...and we have so 
much space! 

Our parents feel safe letting us 
play outside alone!

The Green Corridor Superblock

...and we have so much 
space! Our backyard 
basically opens up to 

the park
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It’s lovely to get to enjoy the 
sounds of nature without 

the noise of pesky cars

Who could have known 
that the suburbs could be 

more suburban?

Person with speech bubble
Trees add

Porch to the back
Deep setbacks
Garage on the cul-de-sac
No sidewalks (no strangers)
large parcels (compared to traditional housing parcel)

The Avenue Superblock
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Hierarchy of Spaces



Landscapes as Delineation

Once a spinach farm, 
Radburn is now a lush 

pedestrian oasis.

Family Day in the park (2000)

Yards separated from park space

Marjorie Cautley
Landscape Architect

Path between houses

Pedestrian  underpass

Interior park landscape

Homes facing each other are demarcated with 
tall hedges

Front yard edges marked with greenery (lane-scape)



Landscapes as Delineation

Marjorie Cautley
Landscape Architect
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● on each side of the park, there are wide 
walks bordered by shrubs and shade 
trees

● + occasional benches
● + sand boxes half hidden in the 

shruberry for toddlers
● an underpass with native sandstone!
● native hawthorn and climbing roses 

serve as barriers at shorts to motor 
road

● flowering vines to help hold the steep 
banks

● oaks and maples for shading
● tall growing shrubs for privacy between 

porches and windows
● hedges staggered along property lines 

(so that each owner might enjoy their 
share of blossoms)

● trees and vines for shade
● *To obtain interest and variety, a 

different foliage scheme was planned 
for each garden group and for each 
motor street.

● *There is no restriction against 
changing the scheme of planting or the 
color of the house and window blinds.

Landscapes for integration became tool for segregation

Key map + Satellite Images

Satellite images of current condition - did landscape 
increase/decrease exclusivity of neighbourhood High Access   Medium Access   Low Access   



Only ¼ was built, but isn’t she magnificent?!

Radburn 1929
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What Got Built

Not So Rad, Rad-burn
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Radburn Memories

Look at how lively and clean our 
community is!
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The Great Depression and World War II 
prevented us from realizing our full vision

1929
Great Depression hits, City Housing 
Corporation goes bankrupt, Radburn 
construction stops.

Alexander Bing

What got built
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3,000 people 

429 single family homes

48 townhomes

93 unit apartment complex

Small shopping complex

7 families per acre

Radburn Gone Broke
Great Depression Halts Radburn Dream



No, it has to be laid down at the beginning

Well, Sunnyside Gardens showed us that it 
was not a great idea to make it a permanent 

policy

Any decision on race should be made not by the 
developer, but by the community itself.

…the realtors hired by the City Housing 
Corporation will do their job then

Keeping the Radburn Image

John ElliottClarence Stein
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We don’t think you’ll like the social 
environment here

So much for a "diverse" Radburn
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Hello Radburn Residents,

Please be reminded that Radburn Association is a non-profit, private association 
responsible to administer Radburn's communal amenities and maintain aesthetic and 
quality standards. As apprised by your lawyers and real estate agents upon home 
purchase, please do not forget to pay the yearly $2,000 association fee. We urge that use 
of Radburn Association facilities is limited to residents.

Results for new volunteer Board of Trustees will be announced soon!

Best regards,

Radburn Association
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Elitists Unite

Occupation EthnicityMode of Commute to Work

Executive, Management, & Professional

Major Sales & Service

Clerical, Assistant & Tech Support

Manufacturing & Laborer

Other

Russian

Ukranian

Polish

Italian

Irish

Private Automobile

Bus

Other

Train

The median real estate in Radburn is 84.7% higher than the country's average! 
It is among the 15% highest income neighborhoods in America.
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Neighbourhood Scout, 2020



Pedestrian Network
Case Study: Wildwood Park

Lessons from Radburn
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Radburn Gone Wrong
Failures of the Radburn Model

We must protect the people! Separate 
them from the cars!

Jane Jacobs

29

It's too rigid, imposing, painfully 
prescriptive! 

Where are the eyes on the street?!

Catherine Bauer
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The Perks of Living in a Park

Salpukas, 1977



Influenced by Radburn: Pedestrian Networks

We must address the rapid privatization, depersonalization 
and fragmentation of suburbia

We suggest a model that relies upon mass transit, higher density development and quality 
public space through simple clusters of housing, retail space and offices within a quarter-mile 

walking radius of a transit system.  

Influenced by Radburn, vehicle and pedestrian 
circulation are separate, and the superblock is 

preserved…
Except vehicles are limited to the edge of the community and 

transit stations at the center connect Pedestrian Pockets.

We’ll keep open space as the backbone of the community, but private front yards 
will be replaced with larger public spaces. The yards will face semi-public open 

spaces linked to the central park and public spaces by public streets. 

Peter CalthorpeDoug Keblaugh
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A Canadian Radburn: Wildwood Park

Features: 

- superblock 
- separation of pedestrian and vehicle
- Greenspace as backbone
- Housing stock diversity
- preservation of existing woodland
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We will use the same principles as 
Radburn but make them better!



A Better Garden Suburb?

Open Space Scheme

Landscape and Lane-scape

Front Yard Space Structure

Vehicular and Pedestrian Networks
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Libertarian Lane-scapes

0

Live “eyes” on the streets“Picture windows” 

What a great garden neighborhood!
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Axonometric Diagrams

Analysis
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Networks
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Transect
Relationship Between Green Space and Road Spines to Real Estate
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Transect

Green Space as Spine Road as Spine
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Taxonomy of Landscape Adjacencies

School Pedestrian Underpass

Road Spine Multi-Unit Housing



Thanks for Visiting!
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